
from across our partner-
ship of parishes feels wel-
come to come along and 
celebrate this important 
milestone too, and that we 
see a good mix of people 
from all of our parishes 
coming together. 

I would also like to ask 
everyone who is able to 
come together on Friday 
evening for a vigil of pray-
er. This will only be for 
about an hour. It will not 
be Mass, but a Holy Hour, 
including the Evening 
Prayer of the Church, ven-
eration of the relics of St 
Peter Claver and St Camil-
lus of Lellis—two of our 
Year of Mercy saints—
which will be placed in the 
main altar at its consecra-
tion, and Eucharistic Ado-
ration and Benediction. Let 
us pray that God will bless 
this celebration greatly! 

It was over a year ago 
when I announced that the 
date for the solemn conse-
cration of English Martyrs’ 
Church would take place in 
September. It seemed like 
a long time away back 
then, but it has come 
around very quickly.  

I would like to thank all of 
those people who have 
helped in the preparations 
for the Consecration. We 
had three working groups. 
The spiritual preparation 
group organised a number 
of initiatives to build on 
the Parish Mission of two 
years ago. The fabric and 
building working group 
have worked hard, and put 
in a lot of hours to get the 
Church in good order and 
looking wonderful. Even 
this last week, the new 
carpets have arrived, and 
this coming week the new 

lectern will be installed. 
Thanks particularly to the 
group of men, led by Eu-
gene Menzies, who have 
given hours of their time to 
paint the public areas out-
side the Church, as well as 
to do all sorts of jobs 
around the building. The 
celebration working group 
have come together to 
prepare for the day itself 
and have organised the 
celebrations after the Mass 
as well as the invitations to 
clergy and others. Thank 
you to everyone who has 
given of your time and 
energy to be part of these 
preparations. Now is the 
time to enjoy the celebra-
tion! 

I do hope that everyone 
from Biddulph parish who 
is able will be there on 
Saturday morning. But I 
also hope that everyone 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINTS OF MERCY 
St Augustine of Hippo 

354-430 
Augustine was the son of St 
Monica, a good Catholic 
mother, and Patricius, a 
pagan who later became a 
Christian. Augustine re-
jected the Catholic Faith at 
an early age to seek out 
truth in various sects and 
philosophies. He lived with 
a woman outside of mar-
riage and had a child with 
her. Through an experi-

ence of hearing a voice 
telling him to pick up and 
read the Bible, and the 
preaching of St Ambrose, 
Augustine was converted 
and was baptised. He be-
came a priest and finally 
Bishop of Hippo in N Afri-
ca. He was a great preach-
er of the need for repent-
ance and baptism, and the 
absolute need for the mer-
cy of God, as shown in his 
own experience of mercy. 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Biddulph Sunday 8.30am  
Goldenhill Sunday 10.30am 
Kidsgrove Saturday 6pm  
Packmoor Sunday 6pm 

Saturday 10th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Jean Finn 

Sunday 11th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Joan & Peter Jackson 

Twenty-Fourth   11.00am   Holy Mass  Michael Fryer (SVP) 

Sunday of the Year    1.00pm  Baptism  

    6.30pm Holy Mass Angela Doherty 

Monday 12th 9.15am    Holy Mass Irene Holdcroft 

Most Holy Name of 9.45am    Eucharistic Adoration  

Mary   2.15pm  Holy Mass (In School) Special Intention 

  5.00pm   Eucharistic Adoration  

  6.00pm   Novena Devotions  

Tuesday 13th 9.15am    Word & Communion  

St John Chrysostom    2.15pm Holy Rosary  

Wednesday 14th   11.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

Exaltation of the    12noon  Holy Mass Special Intention 

Holy Cross       

Thursday 15th  9.30am   Holy Mass (In School) Special Intention 

Our Lady of Sorrows 6.00pm    Holy Mass  Bill Adams 

Friday 16th           9.30am  Holy Mass Special  Intention 

St Cornelius &   11.30am  Funeral Service John William Rigby RIP 

St Cyprian 6.00pm    Vigil of Prayer for the 
Church Consecration  

 

Saturday 17th      11.00am    Solemn Mass of 
Dedication of the 
Church  

 

Feria   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Kath Wakefield 

Sunday 18th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Margaret Mary O’Donnell 

Twenty-Fifth  11.00am   Holy Mass  George & Agnes Martin 

Sunday of the Year     6.30pm Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

Parish Priest’s Surgery  
There is no parish priest’s surgery hour this 
week. The next opportunity to see Fr Julian is 
on Monday 19th September at 7pm at St Jo-
seph’s Presbytery. 

Mass Requests 
Please give ALL Mass request envelopes and offerings directly to Fr Julian. 
It is easy for envelopes to go astray if left unattended in the sacristy, or hand-
ed to someone else.  If you want Mass on a specific date, please allow at least 
a month’s notice. First come first served for a particular date or time.  
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PASTORAL 

Novena to Our Lady Please re-
member that, each Monday evening, 
we have a perpetual Novena Mass at 
St Joseph’s in honour of Our Lady 
the Untier of Knots. It is a wonderful 
opportunity to bring actual life prob-
lems in our lives and in those of oth-
ers into the hands of Our Lady. The 
idea is to come on nine consecutive 
Mondays for the Novena devotions. 
Petitions can be put into the box by 
the picture of Our Lady, Untier of 
Knots. Come and join us for this 
wonderful devotion to Our Lady! 

Pilgrimage to Spain/Fatima 
There is a meeting, for everyone go-
ing on the pilgrimage to Spain and 
Fatima, this afternoon at 4pm at Eng-
lish Martyrs’ Biddulph in the meeting 
room at the back of Church. Please 
try to attend if you are on the pil-
grimage.  

Biddulph SVP The next meeting 
will be on Tuesday 13th September 
at 7pm in the meeting room. They 
now have a collection box in church 
for the needs of the conference. It 
will be placed against St Antony’s 
statue and any donation would be 
gratefully received. 

UCM The Goldenhill Union of Cath-

Friendship Club The Club will 
next meet on Wednesday 21st Sep-
tember at Kidsgrove Town Hall at 
2pm. Tea, coffee and biscuits for just 
a £1. If you need transport please 
contact Matt Ford on 07587034299. 
It would be great to get new mem-
bers. If you know of anyone who 
might benefit, please suggest coming 
along to them. 

Friendship Club Day Trips A day 
trip to Llandudno on 19th Septem-
ber. Cost of the coach £14. Will de-
part Kidsgrove Town hall at 9.45am 
and return approx. 7pm. Only 4 
places left. Also Houses of Parlia-
ment Coach Trip on 26th October, 
Cost £10. Coach will depart 
Kidsgrove Town Hall at 7.30am. As 
well as the visit to the Houses of Par-

Baptism 

Welcome to the family of the Church 
to Lucy Elizabeth Lancett who will be 
baptised at St John’s today.  

Death 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of John William Rigby. The fu-
neral service to pray for the repose of 
his soul will take place at St John’s on 
Friday 16th September at 11.30am 
followed by burial at Tunstall Ceme-
tery. 

And also for James Bell. The funeral 
service will take place at Car-
mountside Crematorium on Monday 
19th September at 11.30am. 

And also for the soul of Teresa 
Foden. The Requiem Mass will be 
offered for the repose of her soul on 
Monday 26th September at St John’s 
at 11am. Her body will be received 
into Church on Sunday 25th Septem-
ber at 5pm. 

             Requiescant in pace 

CONSECRATION OF ENGLISH MARTYRS ’  CHURCH 
What is the Consecration of the Church? When a Church is first opened for worship, it is usually blessed by the Bish-
op. Once all the building is completed, and the building is paid for, a Church is solemnly consecrated or dedicated. This is 
an important moment in the life of a parish, as it consecrates not only the building in which they come to celebrate Mass and 
worship God, but also consecrates the parish community.  

Consecration Mass His Grace the Archbishop will be with us to celebrate the Mass of Consecration of English Martyr’s 
Church on Saturday at 11am. Everyone is invited and welcome to come! Tickets for the celebration buffet after the 
Consecration on 17th September at approximately 1pm are available for everyone from all the parishes of our partnership of 
parishes. They will be on sale at English Martyrs’ after Mass. At St John’s, St Joseph’s, and St Patrick’s please contact the 
parish office during the week. There will be transport to the Leisure Centre for those who need it. 

Consecration Vigil The rite of consecration asks that the people of the parish come together on the eve of the consecra-
tion to pray for the parish. There will be Vigil of Prayer on Friday 16th September at 6pm with a time of Eucharistic Adora-
tion at English Martyrs’. This will include the veneration of the relics of the saints who are to be enshrined in the main altar. 

Rehearsal All those who are involved in the liturgy of the Mass of Consecration (servers, readers, etc) should come to a 
rehearsal with the Archbishop's secretary who is the MC of the Mass, on Wednesday at 6pm in Church.  

Preparation Meeting The next working group meeting for the Celebration Committee will be on Tuesday 13th Septem-
ber at 8pm in the meeting room. Thanks to all who have taken part in the working parties over the past year. 

SOCIAL & OUTREACH 

olic Mothers will next meet on 
Wednesday 21st September at 7pm, 
enter via Lady Chapel door. 

Colwich Retreat Day A day or-
ganised by the UCM but open to all 
ladies of the parishes, will be on Sun-
day 25th September. Cost £10, 
transport provided with a pick up 
from  Goldenhill. Contact Cath Han-
cock for more details on 853941/
Mobile 07929 213849. 

liament there will also be a sight see-
ing tour of London on the coach. To 
book a place on either trip contact 
Matt Ford on 07587 034299. 



Entrance Antiphon: Give peace, O Lord, to those who 
wait for you, that your prophets be found true. Hear 
the prayers of your servant, and of your people Israel. 
Response to the Psalm: I will leave this place and go to 
my father. 
Gospel Acclamation: [Alleluia, alleluia.] May the Father 
of our Lord Jesus Christ enlighten the eyes of our 
mind, so that we can see what hope his call holds for 
us. [Alleluia.] 
Eucharistic Prayer IV 
Acclamation:  Save us... 
Communion Antiphon: How precious is your mercy, O 
God. The children of men seek shelter in the shadow 
of your wings. 

THIS SUNDAY ’S L ITURGY 

THE DEANERY AND BEYOND 

Twenty-Fourth Sunday of the Year (C)   
CTS Sunday Missal page 1056         

FUNDRAISING  
Collections: 
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£367.50, Non-Gift Aid £169.13, 
Total £536.63.  
Goldenhill Gift Aid £235.00, Non-
Gift Aid £179.35, Total £414.35.  
Kidsgrove Gift Aid £209.20, Non-
Gift Aid £149.86, Total £359.06. 
Collection for the Diocese of Ascoli 
Piceno will be published next week. 
Collection taken at Biddulph for the 
consecration flowers was £50.67. 
Second Collections: This week 
There will be a collection for the 
Catholic Education Service. Next 
week there will be a second collec-
tion for Home Mission Day. The 
Collection at the Consecration Mass 

Thinking about the Gospel 
Luke 15:1-32 

Yet in His mercy, He is faithful to the covenant He swore by His 
own self in Jesus. In Jesus, God comes to Israel and to each of 
us—as a shepherd to seek the lost to carry us back to the heavenly 
feast, the perpetual heritage promised long ago to Abraham's chil-
dren. "Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners," Paul cries 
in today's Epistle. These are the happiest words the world has ever 
known. Because of Jesus, as Paul himself can testify, even the blas-
phemer and persecutor can seek His mercy. As the sinners do in 
today's Gospel, we draw near to listen to Him. In this Eucharist, we 
bring Him the acceptable sacrifice we sing of in today's Psalm—our 
hearts, humbled and contrite. In the company of His angels and 
saints, we rejoice that He has wiped out our offense, celebrate with 
Him—that we have turned from the evil way that we might live. 

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps in the churches are 

lit for the following intentions: 

St John’s: The deceased of the Finn 
Family RIP. 
St Joseph’s: Mike Meaney 
The lamps at all of our churches are 
available to be dedicated for a week. Min-
imum donation £5. 

Fun Day There will be a fun day for 
children with disabilities aged 5-13 
and their families, on Sunday 9th 
October at Father Hudson’s, St Cath-
erine’s Day Centre, Coventry rd, 
Coleshill B46 3EA. If interested there 
are some leaflets at the back of 
church with more details. 

September Days of Prayer for 
Vocations St Maria Goretti, Ben-
tilee, Monday 12th September; St 
Mary’s, Norton, Thursday 15th Sep-
tember; St Giles, Cheadle, Friday 
23rd September. 

Walk of Witness The walk in soli-

YEAR OF MERCY will be for the Diocese of Ascoli-
Piceno for rebuilding the parishes 
destroyed by the earthquake. 

Goldenhill & Kidsgrove 200 
Club Weekly Draw: 1st Prize £20, 
No.91 J Clarke; 2nd Prize £10, 
No.97 J Green; 3rd Prize £5, No.62 
J Sumsion. Annual, Quarterly and 
Monthly Subscriptions are due. An-
nual is £52, Quarterly £13 and this 
Months subscription is £4 (4 week 
month). There are numbers availa-
ble, please see Ken Holmes or Clare 
Leech for a form.  

Biddulph 125 Club Quarter & Half 
year monies due 11th September. 
Please give cheques or cash to Elsie, 
Vincent or Mary. Many thanks for 
your continued support.  

darity with refuges, on Sunday 2nd 
October, will depart from St Chad’s 
Cathedral at 12.30pm, following the 
11am Mass. The walk will go along 
the canal to the Birmingham ICC, 
venue of the Conservative party con-
ference. Archbiship Longley will ac-
company the walkers and speak on 
the need to ‘Welcome the Stranger 
in this Year of Mercy’. 

‘Mercy’ St Thomas More Catholic 
Academy, Longton invite you to a 
presentation by Margaret and Barry 
Mizen on Monday 19th September at 
7pm. Please confirm your attendance 

Evenings of Mercy The next 
Deanery Evenings of Mercy are on                                                                                             
Monday 12th September at Our La-
dy’s, Stoke at 7pm followed by Fri-
day 30th September at St Teresa’s, 
Trent Vale at 7pm. The final evening 
will be Tuesday 11th October at St 
George & St Martin, Birches Head at 
7pm.  

by contacting the school, Tel: 
8 8 2 9 0 0  o r  e m a i l  o f -
fice@stmca.org.uk. 

St Teresa’s Mission You are invit-
ed to join the parishioners of St Tere-
sa’s, Trent Vale for their parish mis-
sion. It takes place from Tuesday 
27th September to Saturday 1st Oc-
tober. The mission is being led by the 
Sion Mission Team and Parish Com-
munity. There is a leaflet at the back 
of church with details of the events 
happening throughout the week. 


